FROM   TSARDOM   TO   THE   STALIN   CONSTITUTION
Since then women have not only flocked into the kolkhozy and
often been amongst their most loyal, active, and enthusiastic
members, but more and more of them have taken leading positions.
In 1936, the average of the total number of labour days worked
by the members of a kolkhoz household was 377; of this number
women accounted for 135 or 35-8 per cent of the total. Women
constitute 18 per cent among the members of the managements
of kolkhozy, about 16 per cent of the directors, and they also
constitute 67 per cent of the leaders of sections working in the
fields; some 22 per cent of the brigade leaders in animal-breeding
farms are women. Women agronomists constitute 10 per cent of
the total number of agronomists in the machine tractor stations;
11 per cent of club managers are women, and so on.
Some of these proportions may not seem so high, but when
one recalls the illiteracy, ignorance, and subjection to their menfolk
of women in the pre-revolution Russian village, they are really
rather marvellous. Well might Stalin say, in a speech on Novem-
ber 10, 1935: "The kolkhozy have made woman independent.
She now no longer works mainly for the benefit of her father
before marriage and of her husband after marriage, but before
all she now works for herself. This means a real liberation of our
peasant women, a liberation brought about by the kolkhozy which
has put the toiling woman on an equality with the toiling man."
Whilst marriage and motherhood are not considered valid
grounds for closing any post or profession to women, both are held
in high esteem. True, divorce is granted readily at the request of
either party, but it is not encouraged, and frequent divorce and
remarriage are, whilst not prohibited, definitely condemned, and
where there are children both mother and father are not allowed
to forgo their responsibilities.
It may not be out of place to stress the fact here that whilst
the responsibility of parents for their children are insisted on by
the authorities, the Soviet Government does its share in looking
after the welfare of Soviet children; boys and girls, like men and
women, being put upon a complete equality. This point may per-
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